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1. 
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Individual faculty members evaluate the work of students in certain courses and advising 
situations. The faculty members provide the evaluation information to the IAC through simple 
online forms (see Section 3, The What, and Section 4, The How). 
 
As a faculty member, you will be asked to conduct assessment of your students’ achievement if: 
 

1.! You are teaching an Approaches to Inquiry course that has been selected for 
assessment; or 

2.! You are an instructor or advisor for students completing senior capstone projects. 
 
The next
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3. The What:!
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The College’s goal is to assess two 100-level AI courses in each of the College’s 25 degree-
granting undergraduate departments and programs each year. Such courses may be exempted 
and/or substituted with a 200-level course if:

ed
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4. The How:!
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The core 
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If a faculty member were assessing a 
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2. Program Education – Senior Capstone 
2.a. What Work to Assess: 
For purposes of program education through the capstone experience, the work assessed is the 
capstone project itself. 
 
2.b. What Rubrics to Use: 
Program assessment is more comprehensive than general education assessment. For this 
reason, the selection and content of Bryn Mawr’s program assessment rubrics are necessarily a 
bit more comprehensive as well. 
 
Each year, faculty conducting program assessment use two rubrics: one selected by the IAC and 
the faculty for all departments, and one selected by each individual department. 
 
The more detailed explanation is as follows. Starting in the mid-2010s, Bryn Mawr 
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While the College was developing learning goals and creating this educational assessment 
system, it also encouraged departments and programs to formulate their own learning goals, 
tailored to their fields but clearly connected to the College-wide Goals of a Bryn Mawr 
Education. Since 2021, every undergraduate degree-granting department and program has 
been required to formulate learning goals and publish them on its web site. 
 
Because each department’s and program’s learning goals are keyed to the Bryn Mawr learning 
goals, and because the AACU rubric elements are detailed and specific, departments and 
programs can use the AACU rubrics to assess their field-
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5. The What’s Next: 
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Assessment results, along with analysis of the results by the IAC, are made available to the Bryn 
Mawr community annually, with a special focus on communicating results to the faculty. The 
results and analysis are used most directly by five community stakeholder groups: 
 

•! Individual faculty members



 13 

6. The When: 
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The annual educational assessment calendar is based on the academic year: it begins in 
September and ends the following May.2 Departments and programs undergoing external 
review in a given year may be exempted from participating in that year’s assessment activity. 
 
During the second half of each semester, the Office of Institutional Effectiveness, Planning, 
and Assessment reminds department chairs and program directors about upcoming 
assessments. Soon after, department chairs and program directors reach out to faculty 
members teaching courses selected for assessment and ask them to record and submit 
assessment data. At the end of the semester, those individual faculty members submit the 
assessment data. 
 
During the fall semester, the IAC analyzes the prior academic year’s data and reports on the 
results to the faculty and other stakeholders. 
 
Later in the fall semester
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The Assessment Calendar: Timelines and Deadlines 
 

Sep-Oct •! IAC analyzes prior year assessment data, flags issues to monitor 

•! Every three years, IAC initiates review of assessment processes 

Oct-Nov •! IAC communicates prior year assessment results to faculty and BMC 
community 

•! Office of Institutional Effectiveness, Assessment, and Planning reminds 
dept chairs and program directors about assessment 

Nov-Dec •!
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Bryn Mawr College 
Educational Effectiveness Assessment 

FAQ 
 
 
1. What is educational assessment? 
Educational assessment is the systematic documentation and analysis of empirical data on 
students’ knowledge and skills so that faculty, members, departments and programs, and the 
College can gauge their learning and refine the educational experiences we offer them, and the 
use of results to strengthen our educational effectiveness. More info: [LINK] 
 
2. Why do we do it? 
Bryn Mawr’s mission is centered on academic excellence. Educational assessment it a key tool 
to help us ensure that we are fulfilling our mission, and to aid us in the continual pursuit of 
excellence. Educational assessment helps departments and programs investigate, test out, and 
gauge the effectiveness of curricular changes and innovations, and make changes or 
refinements as needed. More info: [LINK] 
 
3. Is assessment used to critique my individual pedagogy or dictate to my colleagues and I 
what we can and cannot teach? 
No
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included in the assessment pool. Faculty might also be contacted by the IAC. More info on who 
does assessment: [LINK]. More info on which courses are assessed: [LINK]. 
 
6. 


